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Obviously, despite emerging regional unfriendly socio-economic partnerships and conflicting geo-political reunions the “iron clad” friendship of Pakistan and China is successfully “surpassing” all hurdles gearing towards greater “consolidation” and understanding especially the CPEC Phase 2.0 which is witnessing a historic economic transformation. 

It is pertinent to mention that on January 24, 2026, China and Pakistan signed new agreements worth US$10 billion, including massive investments in agriculture, mineral corridors, electric vehicles, and local manufacturing vividly reflecting its manufacturing “vibrance”, “industrial reliability”, “economic vitality” and “social potential” pushing the economy, community and enterprise of Pakistan towards a “quality development’s” domain coinciding with the Chinese 15th Year Five Year Plan. 

Hence Chinese statesmanship and its “ambassadorial leadership” in the country striving hard to make it a grand success integrating its economic, investment, industrial and agricultural potential towards further strengthening of its social, services, digital, green and quantum spectrum.    

Evidently, both countries reaffirm commitment to CPEC 2.0; unlocking new frontiers in regional connectivity, agricultural innovation, and strategic infrastructure. Chinese Ambassador Jiang Zaidong has dubbed the CPEC Phase 2.0 vital for achieving desired goals of socio-economic prosperity, industrial productivity and green transformation in the country. Thus, CPEC Phase 2.0 should move from planning to performance through coordinated efforts and consultative mechanisms removing all barriers.

It is high time that both countries should jointly work for the further development of Gwadar seaport because of ongoing war in the Middle East fearing closure of the Strait of Hormuz. Gwadar Port is now fully connected to the national grid marking a milestone toward regional integration and economic transformation. Hence both countries should further focus on its overall construction, connectivity and performance.  

It is a good omen that the first cohort of Chinese-sponsored agri-graduates is undergoing specialized training in Pakistan. Meanwhile, Chinese-donated agricultural machinery is being rapidly distributed across provinces to boost institutional capacity and uplift farmers. So, more countries should further emphasize on the rapid development of the hybrid agriculture clusters in the country. 

Moreover, both sides should stress on launching the Karakoram Highway upgrade and Main Line-1 railway project was described as “strategic arteries” of Pakistan’s economic future.

Interestingly, the Chinese side should divert its resources, expertise and investments towards social development of Balochistan and more focus should be given to the formation of livelihoods Corridor & Small Dams in Balochistan.

Time and again the Chinese ambassador H.E. Mr. Jiang Zaidong highlighted the strategic importance of the CPEC Phase 2.0 which would focus on industry, agriculture and mining as priority sectors, qualitative HR, unlocking the full potential of bilateral trade and investment.

The Chinese envoy Zaidong rightly highlighted that the CPEC Phase 2.0 would mark a significant shift from the infrastructure-heavy first phase towards sectors that directly contribute to economic growth and job creation. Industry, agriculture and mining have been identified as the key areas that will receive attention and investment under CPEC 2.0.

Moreover, the Chinese envoy stressed that language proficiency would play a crucial role in maximising the trade and investment opportunities arising from the deepening economic partnership between Pakistan and China. The ambassador noted that improved communication through language skills would be essential for Pakistani professionals and businesses looking to tap into the expanding avenues of cooperation under CPEC Phase 2.0. Thus, language clarity, proficiency and nationalization would be a value addition for the further strengthening of bilateral relations in the days to come. 

Hopefully, as Chinese investment is expected to grow in multiple sectors, the ability of Pakistani workers, entrepreneurs and officials to communicate effectively with their Chinese counterparts is seen as a critical enabler.

According to the Chinese ambassador, the inclusion of agriculture as a priority sector is particularly significant for Pakistan, where a large portion of the population is dependent on farming for their livelihoods. Chinese expertise and investment in modern agricultural techniques, value chain development and mechanisation could help boost productivity in the sector.

Interestingly, the newly-appointed Chinese Consul General in Lahore H.E. Sun Yan showed his strong commitments to jointly moving towards an upgraded phase of cooperation under CPEC 2.0, which would focus on critical sectors such as industry, agriculture and mining. The Consulate General Lahore Yan also rightly emphasized that human capital equipped with Chinese language skills would be essential for unlocking the full potential of bilateral trade and investment.

Mr. Yan the Chinese Consulate General Lahore also termed the Chinese language vital for better communication and a powerful tool enhancing mutual understanding and business collaboration between the two countries. Hence Chinese language experts are important for the further strengthening of Pak-China ties and robust development of the CPEC Phase 2.0 during 2026 and beyond.  

Pakistan-China friendship is time-tested and has always stood strong in every challenging situation, rooted in mutual trust, sincerity and unwavering support and the CPEC is a landmark initiative that has transformed bilateral relations into a comprehensive strategic partnership encompassing trade, investment, infrastructure, technology and people-to-people linkages which should be further explored, expanded and promoted in every sector of our macro-economy. 

China has consistently remained Pakistan’s largest trading partner, reflecting the depth of economic engagement between the two countries. Nevertheless, a significant imbalance in bilateral trade, with Pakistan’s exports to China recorded at around 2.5 billion dollars compared to imports of approximately 16.3 billion dollars should be rectified as soon as possible through joint ventures building in special free economic zones under the CPEC Phase 2.0. Moreover, effective utilization of the China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement expanding Pakistan’s footprint in the Chinese market should be encouraged and streamlined as soon as possible. 

It seems that despite regional instability, disharmony and rise to conflicts Pakistan is still well placed in five integrated domains mainly, industrial cooperation through Special Economic Zones & relocation of light manufacturing; hybrid agriculture; green economy, energy and green transformation; mining and mineral processing and logistics and connectivity through Gwadar, the land border, rail modernization, and trade facilitation providing new sectors to CPEC Phase 2.0 to move in right direction of greater trans-regional connectivity, economic resilience, industrial diversity, manufacturing quality and above all meaningful investment options. 
In summary the writer suggests that Pakistani side under the CPEC Phase 2.0 should expedite its exports potential in agriculture, food processing, food & energy security, metals & minerals, seafood, surgical instruments, sports goods, textiles, leather products and IT services in which exports of non-traditional commodities would also play an important role in the days to come.

Moreover, the writer argues that improved market access, better certification mechanisms and enhanced business-to-business cooperation in these sectors can significantly increase their presence in Chinese markets, gradually reducing the existing trade deficit. 

The writer proposes that both sides should further focus on creating mutually beneficial cooperation in information technology, renewable energy, EVs, lithium batteries, green hydrogen power generation, peaceful nuclear energy girds, hybrid agriculture, blue economy, textiles and value-added manufacturing under the flagship project of the CPEC Phase 2.0. 

The writer also pinpoints that the Special Economic Zones established under CPEC should provide an excellent platform for Chinese investors to expand their global operations while benefiting from Pakistan’s strategic geographic location specially reexporting to Afghanistan, Central Asia, greater Eurasian region, Middle East and African continent.  

To conclude the success of CPEC Phase 2.0 heavily rests on quality development, qualitative industrialization, digitalization, AI, quantum and green technologies, social development, anti-climate change cooperation and disaster management and formation of Corridors of Knowledge (language, culture, diplomacy), applied economics, manufacturing capacity, global supply chain, CHIP and last but not least, safety, security of the Chinese and the projects of CPEC Phase 2.0 in throughout the country.
Economic security, safety of the CPEC projects would be in the line of fire because of the new technologies and proxies in KPK and Balochistan which would be catered through adopting a holistic and comprehensive safety & security road map clubbing policing and information sharing mechanism and deployment of robotic soldiers at borders and sites of projects alike.
Thus, formation of Corridor of Anti-Drone Shields in Lahore, Karachi, Islamabad, Quetta and big cities in the country would be a value addition. 
